Infants weighing 1,000 g or less at birth. Outcome at 8-11 years of age.
34 long-term survivors of a five-year period (1977-1981) weighing 1,000 g or less at birth were followed-up at 8-11 years of age. Three (8.8%) children had severe functional handicap, 7 (20.6%) had moderate impairments with the need of special schooling. Twenty-four (70.6%) attended normal school but 7 (20.6%) with need of special help. The rate of survival was 30% at the single regional intensive centre where this cohort of infants were cared for. Handicapped infants differed significantly from infants with good prognosis in their neonatal requirements for oxygen therapy and in pathological conditions such as birth asphyxia and recurrent apneic spells but no differences in birthweight, gestational age, route of delivery, maternal age, social class, proportions below the tenth percentile and sex were found.